
When in 17th century Rome…do as the Romans did. Barocco
— aka the exuberant and dramatic Baroque art movement,

which originated around the year 1600 in Rome — has been a
driving force in creative disciplines from architecture to literature,
music and of course, fashion design. 

The Barocco print was one of the late Gianni Versace’s 
lasting legacies to his eponymous label with those golden laurels
printed on black and white silk blouses and scarves, as well as
gracing the porcelain dishes and flatware of the Versace meets
Rosenthal collection. The tableware collaboration is celebrating
its 20th anniversary this year by reissuing 20 limited edition plates
from the collection’s archives (brides to be, register now!). 

While the Baroque period warrants volumes upon volumes
to its creative pursuits, for this issue, we’re going to focus on one
of its lasting commercial legacies: the Byzantine revival. Yes, just
like the trend theory goes, over time, everything comes back in
style and for the Baroque period, the opulent black and gold of
the Byzantine era was revisited with an updated pomp and 
circumstance. The Byzantine period has also greatly affected 
fashion design, case and point with the French house of Chanel
whose recent Paris-Byzance collection honoured founder Coco
Chanel’s fondness for Byzantine-style jewellery. 

Fast forwarding to now, as in right now with four hours to
go before the girls come to pick you up for a night out, it’s time to
bring a classic to life. Your tools? Let’s start with the base: a 
flattering black outfit in lace, silk, satin, denim, or even leather.
Go for an LBD (little black dress), a halter top or shirt paired with
some pleather leggings or a pair of skinny black jeans and finish
off with a pair of black heels whether they be ankle boots, 
stilettos or platform pumps. 

Now that you’ve got the canvas, it’s time to add the glitter.
The easiest way to do that is through jewellery: we’re fond of thin
bangles, chunky rings, and layering long and short necklaces with
various charms. Luckily, most classic handbags are designed in
black leather with gold hardware. For the evening, go for a compact
black and gold clutch, while for the daytime, a hobo or shoulder
bag will do the trick. Don’t be afraid to stand out; shimmery gold
can do that, but black tames it down, making for a winning 
combination. If you really want to embrace your Baroque, throw
on a leather jacket embellished with gold studs — oh, Sandy baby!

Go Baroque this season
with glam statement
makers, the perfect 
formula for that 
special occasion

By Alessia Sara Domanico
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1. Dior

2. Dodo

3. Giuseppe Zanotti

4. Bulgari

5. Burberry

6. Dolce&Gabbana

7. Guess By Marciano

8. Kenzo

9. Carolina Herrera

10. Marc Jacobs

11. Blumarine

12. Louis Vuitton

13. Bulgari

14. Carolina Herrera

15. Gucci

16. Etro

17. Salvatore Ferragamo

18. Casadei

19. Elie Saab

20. De Grisogono

21. Juicy Couture
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